
RESOLUTION NO. 24-011

BEFORE THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE
BERKELEY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE BERKELEY UNIFIED SCHOOL
DISTRICT OF THE COUNTY OF ALAMEDA, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, CALLING AN
ELECTION FOR APPROVAL OF AN EDUCATION PARCEL TAX, ESTABLISHING

SPECIFICATIONS OF THE ELECTION ORDER, AND REQUESTING CONSOLIDATION
WITH OTHER ELECTIONS OCCURRING ON MARCH 5, 2024

RESOLVED by the Board of Education (“Board”) of the Berkeley Unified School
District (“District”), a school district of the County of Alameda (“County”), State of California
(“State"), that:

WHEREAS, the California State Legislature fails to provide adequate funding for
schools, and as a result of this lack of financial support, the most recent rankings place
California in 33rd place among states for per-pupil funding; and

WHEREAS, the District is committed to offering a high-quality educational program
to all students in the District, and due to inadequate State funding, increased local revenues
are necessary to meet this goal; and

WHEREAS, Berkeley voters have consistently supported necessary education parcel
taxes and bonds as an investment in the future of children, as a reflection of the values of
the Berkeley community, and as a significant reason that individuals, families, and
organizations are attracted to live and work in Berkeley; and

WHEREAS, on November 8, 2016 the voters of the District approved Measure E1
and authorized a parcel tax in support of Berkeley Public Schools, and that measure expires
on June 30, 2025; and

WHEREAS, the local revenues from Measure E1 provide approximately $37 million
per year to help the District provide High-Quality Instruction, Essentials for Excellence and
Effective Student Support; and

WHEREAS, without a renewed and extended authorization by the voters of local
parcel tax funding, the District will lose nearly 20% of its budget, with severe and negative
effects on students, including layoffs of at least one-third of the teachers, increased class
sizes, elimination or drastic reduction of school libraries and music programs and many
essential programs and services for our students; and

WHEREAS, every dollar raised by this special tax will be used for benefit of the
students of Berkeley schools, and cannot be taken away by the State; and

WHEREAS, California Constitution, Article XIIIA, section 4 and Government Code
sections 50075 et seq. authorizes the District, upon approval of two-thirds of the electorate,
to levy qualified special taxes on property in the District for the purpose of providing quality
educational programs in the District and other lawful purposes of the District; and

WHEREAS, in the judgment of this Board, following a public hearing and comment,
1



it is advisable to request that the Alameda County Superintendent of Schools call an election
and submit to the voters of the District the question of whether the District shall levy a
qualified special tax within the District, for the purpose of rais





Section 11. Ballot Arguments. The Board President and/or her designees are hereby
authorized to prepare and file with the Registrar any ballot argument prepared in connection
with the election, including a rebuttal argument, each within the time established by the
Registrar, which shall be considered the official ballot arguments of the Board as sponsor of
the Measure and to take





EXHIBIT B

FULL BALLOT TEXT

*** Begin Full Ballot Text ***

Measure __
[letter designation to be assigned by Alameda County]

BERKELEY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

BERKELEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE ACT OF 2024

To continue high-quality public education, provide support for struggling students,
attract and retain quality teachers, keep school libraries open, support music/arts programs,
and other designated purposes, shall Berkeley Unified School District renew its expiring
special tax at $0.54 per building square foot or $25 per unimproved parcel, with annual
adjustments, low-income exemptions, independent citizen/auditor oversight, generating
approximately $44,000,000 annually in local funds for Berkeley public schools for 8 years
that cannot be taken by the State?

1. Title and Purpose

This measure shall be known as the “Berkeley Public Schools Educational Excellence
Act of 2024” (“Measure”). The revenues raised by the Measure are to be used to improve
the educational achievement of Berkeley Unified School District’s (“District”) public school
students by providing high quality educational programs.

2. Allocation of Funds

Available Revenues raised by the levy of the qualified special tax authorized by the
Measure are to be allocated to the following purposes and shall be deposited in restricted
accounts for these purposes:

High Quality Instruction: Small Class Sizes; Professional Development; Classroom
Support; Program Evaluation; Expanded Course Offerings …………………………………66%

Essentials for Excellence: School Libraries; Music, Visual and Performing Arts;
School Site Programs; Instructional Technology …………………………………………………. 27%

Effective Student Support: Counseling and Behavioral Health; Family Engagement
and Access; Student Achievement Strategies ……………………………………………………… 7%

3. Definition of Purposes

A. High Quality Instruction: Small Class Sizes; Professional Development; Classroom
Support; Program Evaluation; Expanded Course Offerings

Sixty-six percent (66%) of the Available Revenues shall be dedicated annually
to reducing class sizes at all District-operated K-12 schools, and may also be
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allocated to provide funding for professional development, classroom support,
program evaluation, and expanded course offerings.

i. It is the intent of this Measure to reduce Average Class Sizes in K-5 to a goal
of 23:1 as a school-wide average. The District operated elementary school
Average Class Sizes shall achieve the goal of school-wide averages of 23:1.

ii. The goal for reduction of K-5 Average Class Sizes detailed in Section 3.A.i. is
contingent on the continuation of State funding to the District for smaller
class sizes. At the time of writing of this Measure, the State provides
increased funding to school districts that achieve a school-wide Average Class
Size of 24:1 in K-3 classrooms, but does not provide additional funding to
reduce class sizes in grades 4-5. If the State continues to provide the same or
a greater amount of funding to the District to reduce class sizes in K-3
classrooms, it is the intent of this Measure that the Average Class Sizes be
reduced as described in Section 3.A.i.. If State class size reduction funds
provided to the District are reduced from their current levels or eliminated,
the goals for Average Class Sizes in K-5 may increase above 23:1, up to a
district-wide average of 26:1.

iii. The goals for Average Class Sizes to be achieved with these revenues shall be
28:1 for the secondary schools, and 18:1 for continuation school programs.

iv.
After the District meets the Average Class Size goals as described in Section
3.A.i., funding may be allocated to provide additional support for teaching and
learning, such as professional development, classroom support, program
evaluation t of
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school libraries, which shall be maintained by providing library staff to operate
the District’s K-12 school and other specialized libraries, and by allocating
revenues for books, materials, services and equipment for the school libraries.

ii. Music and Visual and Performing Arts Programs: Six and a quarter percent
(6.25%) of the Available Revenues shall be allocated annually to providing
quality instructional programs in music and the visual and performing arts for
elementary and middle school students. Available Revenues may be used for,
but are not restricted to, providing qualified teachers and staff, and
professional development in the arts for elementary and secondary students.
Musical instruments, instructional materials, equipment and necessary
services may be provided for any K-12 school, as long as funds permit.

iii. School Site Programs: Ten and a quarter percent (10.25%) of the Available
Revenues shall be allocated annually for School Site Programs to each K-12
school on a per pupil basis. District preschools shall receive a similar
allocation for each full-time student.
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allocate a portion of Available Revenues to be set aside as reserves, so long as the
funds are planned for use within the term of the Measure and in a manner consistent
with the allocations provided in the Measure.

4. Amount and Basis of Tax

This Measure shall authorize the District to levy a qualified special tax beginning July
1, 2025, and continuing for a period of eight (8) years (“Special Tax”) on all Parcels of
Taxable Real property in the District.

The Special Tax shall be levied at the rate of fifty-four cents ($0.54) per square foot
on the Square Footage of all Improvements and $25 per parcel on all Uni hisu
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any reason, the same qualification criteria that exist at the time of adoption of this
Measure shall continue to apply to



C. School Site Councils

A School Site Council, composed of the school’s Principal, teachers, staff
members, parents/guardians, residents, or community members, shall be
established at each pre-K-12 school site or designated program in accordance with
California law, policies, and by-laws adopted by the Board.

Each School Site Council shall develop a School Site Plan which shall be
focused on improving student learning and shall direct the revenues from Section
3.B.iii. of the Measure to implement the Board-approved School Site Plan.

At Berkeley High School, a committee composed of students, teachers, staff
members and parents/guardians, residents or community members may make
recommendations for expenditures allocated from the Measure to the School Site
Council.

The District shall regularly make available revenue and expenditure reports to
the Principal and the School Site Councils
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The audit shall be conducted in accordance with generally accepted
accounting principles, the Standards and Procedures f



authorized by the California Department of Education.

G. In accordance with Berkeley Municipal Code Section 7.56.020, subdivision I, which is
incorporated by reference herein, “Parcel” means a unit of real estate in one
ownership as shown on the most current official assessment role of the Alameda
County Assessor.

H. “Reducing Class Sizes” shall mean that the revenues allocated under Section 3.A. of
this Measure shall be allocated to reduce class sizes, below the staffing ratios
supported by the District’s Unrestricted General Fund.

I. “Severe Fiscal Emergency” means that the District’s Board has declared a Severe
Fiscal Emergency with no less than a four-fifth (. s
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L. “Parcel of Taxable Real




