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that January is the first reading of the budget, and May is the time of a budget revision 
called the “May Revise.” Last year, the District started out with a COLA of 1.65% which 
dropped to1.565% by the time the May budget was implemented. The board did agree to 
increase the COLA.  
    Last spring, during initial budget discussions,
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course offerings, and middle school counselors.  A number of those items will be 
discussed within the context of the state plan - LCAP (Local Control Accountability 
Plan) - so questions will arise as to whether some of the things that were paid for through 
BSEP might instead be folded into the general fund. One question not yet clear is whether 
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Budget Manager, Suzanne McCulloch has advocated for General Fund relief for this 
budget, as a substantial contribution comes from this budget to the General Fund for the 
District’s contractually-obligated release time. The BSEP budgets pay for the release time 
music teachers, whereas the Gen Fund pays for release time teachers for other subjects 
such as arts and science. If one wishes to maintain a program with similar quality and 
scope with current fund balance and with the projected enrollment, it is simply not 
sustainable. What is going to have to come before the Board and brought to their 
attention is that there is going to be a decision here. Either there would have to be much 
bigger music classes and offer fewer instruments, or there is the General Fund relief 
option. The only other tiny relief valve within the BSEP measure allows for a small 
amount of shifting between Library, Music and Parent Outreach budgets, but it’s not 
enough to make a big difference. There’s a little bit of Professional Development, 
Conference Mileage, and Instructional Contracts but not enough to alleviate the budget. 
This is one budget that is going to require a lot of attention from the P&O.  

Frederick noted that the Committee discussed this last year, and asked to clarify that 
if BSEP didn’t exist, there would still be obligatory release time that would still need to 
be paid for, and that is the heart of the argument that it shouldn’t be BSEP’s 
responsibility to pay for the contractually-negotiated release time. Beery said that years 
ago, when the General Fund was really depleted, even though the need was for 
contractually-negotiated release time, an agreement was made that the BSEP fund would 
pick it up. It seems there were those who agreed to this arrangement, thinking maybe it 
was a temporary measure, but it hasn’t been. Hensley wondered what the cost of release 
time teachers has been over the life of the measure, how much support to the General 
Fund that represented. Lazio asked why the General Fund did not relieve the 
Music/VAPA fund of the increases in salary and bonuses, is that because they are not 
directly charged? Is it an accounting issue? Beery stated that the General Fund relieved 
the directly-charged but not the transfer, as there had apparently not been explicit 
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• Program Evaluation 0856 

     Beery stated that this program was also multi-
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for ADA for grades 4-6, $7328 per ADA for grades 7-8 and $8491 per ADA for grades 9-
12. On top of that 20% of that amount is for supplemental funding, so for example if your 
base grant was $7000, there would be another 20%, or $1400, if 100% of your kids 
receive free and reduced lunch. If we only have about 40% we would only get about 40% 
of the supplemental fund.  

Lamar stated that he works at the district continuation high school, B-Tech, and the 
students there fit the target categories. He said there were a lot of students, parents, and 
staff who are very concerned about this process, and there are a majority of homeless and 
free and reduced lunch students. He pointed out that B-Tech has a lot of students that do 
not speak English and the questions of translation, public information, parent 
involvement has a lot to do with it. Beery stated that he is an important voice sitting on 
this committee representing B-Tech. The principals 
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Note:  The 8 State Priorities are: Student Achievement, Student Engagement, Other Student 


